

Governments are doing a poor job at fighting corruption across Europe and Central Asia
New Transparency International report shows people fear speaking out against corruption 
One in three people living in Europe and Central Asia think corruption is one of the biggest problems facing their country, a Transparency International report said today. 

Nearly a third of citizens across the region believe that their government officials and lawmakers are highly corrupt and a majority of people say their governments are not doing enough to stop corruption. 
Over half the people in European Union (EU) countries (53 per cent), EU accession candidate countries (53 per cent) and Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), mainly former Soviet Union countries, (56 per cent) said their governments had failed to curb corruption. The governments of Ukraine (86 per cent), Moldova (84 per cent), Bosnia and Herzegovina (82 per cent), and Spain (80 per cent) were judged worst by their citizens.

Transparency International spoke to nearly 60,000 citizens in 42 countries in Europe and Central Asia on their experiences with corruption in their daily lives for its new report People and Corruption: Europe and Central Asia, which is part of the Global Corruption Barometer 2016 series. 

On average, one in six households paid a bribe when they accessed public services. Although fewer households paid bribes for public services in many EU member states, rates were significantly higher further east; the highest rates were in Tajikistan (50 per cent), Moldova (42 per cent), Azerbaijan, the Kyrgyz Republic and Ukraine (38 per cent), and Russia (34 per cent). Romania had the highest rate for an EU member state at 29 per cent, followed by Lithuania with 24 per cent.

Yet one key stumbling block to fighting corruption is the lack of protection for those who speak up against it. 30 per cent of all those questioned across Europe and Central Asia said that the main reason more people don’t report cases of corruption is because they fear the consequences. Two out of five who blew the whistle suffered retaliation as a result. 

There is also a stigma attached to speaking out. Particularly in CIS countries, only a quarter of people think that reporting corruption was socially acceptable (27 per cent).

Few citizens feel empowered to help stop corruption in their country: Less than half of people (47 per cent) in EU countries feel that they can make a difference in the fight against corruption, and this falls to less than a third (31 per cent) in CIS countries.  

Kyrgyz Republic
This survey forms part of the Global Corruption Barometer 2016. This survey has been conducted face to face using a Computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) approach. The sample was distributed across the regions of the country proportionate to population size. Respondents were selected at random from all adult members of their household. The sample is weighted to be nationally representative. Every effort has been made to provide accurate information. All results are based on a sample and are therefore subject to statistical errors normally associated with sample-based information.
These studies indicate that corruption is perceived by the population of Kyrgyzstan, as the third most important problem in the country after the health situation and the economic situation. Corruption is an important topic of the respondents more than education, unemployment and crime. Total sample size: 1500 adults. Among the respondents 49 percent of men and 51 percent women. The sample is representative by age, education, marital status and type of settlements, which interviewees are lives. (Figure 1)
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14 percent of respondents do not believe in the ability to prove anything, 12 per cent - that officials to whom they will report, as corrupt, 12 percent - are afraid to admit their involvement in corrupt practices, 10 percent - are afraid of the consequences, 8 percent believe that corruption is the normal process, as well as 7 percent - do not know where to report it.
When the researchers asked the Kyrgyz people, whether they agree that ordinary citizens can influence the struggle against corruption, 28 percent responded negatively, and 49 percent - positive. For comparison, in the EU believe in their strength 47 percent, and in the CIS countries - 31 percent. 49 percent of people believe that corruption message is socially acceptable, and 22 do not agree with them. The EU report on corruption is the norm of 45 per cent of respondents, while in the CIS countries - 27 per cent. 45 percent believe it my duty to inform about the fact of corruption, and 22 hold the opposite view. Finally, 44 percent of citizens say that would be reported on the fact became known to them of corruption.
Responding to a question about what citizens can still be done to affect the level of corruption, 42 percent responded that there was nothing. 20 percent said they personally can refuse to give bribes. Only 10 percent said that of corruption can be reported, and 5 per cent - an issue that we can speak openly. For comparison, in the EU countries in their strength does not believe 24 percent of the citizens, and in the CIS as a whole - 36 (Figure2)
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In assessing the corruption of public institutions Kyrgyz people were quite critical, one of the most corrupt institutions have been ranked as the judges - 63%, the police - 59%, and the tax authorities and officials in the broadest sense - by 54%.

46 percent of respondents do not agree with the thesis that in the last four years, corruption has decreased, 32 percent say they agree.

If we talk about areas in which corruption is actually facing Kyrgyz, then they have to frequently deal with medical treatment in the public health system, registration authorities and road police, and about a quarter to a half of the cases they paid a bribe. If we talk about the situation as a whole, 38 percent of respondents admitted that they paid a bribe people engaged in at least one of these eight areas. (Figure 3)
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37 percent of respondents agree that wealthy people often use their influence on the government for their own benefit, and the need for more stringent regulations to prevent this.
43 percent of respondents agree that the financial support of political parties and candidates should be strictly prohibited.

Recommendations:

1. Protect the applicants on corruption

2. Toughen the penalties for failure to act

3. To instruct the law enforcement agencies to respond to media reports, the Internet, reporting on the work done

4. Enter the authorities responsible for the enforcement and control of corruption-related crimes subordinate and accountable

5. Develop an effective mechanism to verify the declarations of officials

6. Enter institute public hearings on high-profile cases.
